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Put Wordy Phrases on a Diet 
 
Do you wish your teacher or your reader to carefully consider your message? 

a wordy style of writing 

 makes reading laborious 

 which will distract your reader 

often encourages skimming 

 your reader might miss some details 

To get better grades on your English writing assignments, and 

more importantly, get your message across clearly to your 

reader, eliminating wordiness is key. 
 

Elimination of wordiness results in a stronger, more concise 

writing style that is often easier to read. When a piece of writing 

is easy to read, it provides fewer opportunities for 

misinterpretation. 



 

EXAMPLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TIPS 

Less is More! 

To increase the impact of your writing: 
 

 

Most elementary schools start 
at 8a.m. in the morning. 

All tables in the faculty lounge 
are rectangular in shape. 

The following graphs show 
the end results of a survey of 
college education. 

ETP Company sells very 
unique products that stand 
out from its competitors. 

Learning past history is the way 
to avoid repeating mistakes. 

Most elementary schools 
start at 8a.m. 

All tables in the faculty 
lounge are rectangular. 

The following graphs show 
the results of a survey of 
college education. 

ETP Company sells unique 
products that stand out 
from its competitors. 

Learning history is the way 
to avoid repeating mistakes. 

Write more concise, powerful sentences! 
 


